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Kazakhstan: Russia is in the mix in the global competition for critical minerals. Kazakhstan is a

major producer of critical minerals, including uranium, and possesses significant reserves of

Eastern Europe: The US no longer has Russian and rare earth elements. Given Russia’s deep political, financial, trade, and infrastructure
local language alternative media sources that counter investments and the cancellation of all USAID programs, the US will be hard-pressed to
Russian disinformation about the war in Ukraine, the compete with Russia for Kazakhstan's mineral resources (The Lowy Institute).
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improve internet access. Instability in
these countries and in the Sahel fuels

jihadism, illegal migration, and
trafficking, providing fertile ground for

terrorist group recruitment ¥
(NY Times). . . . . , / . .

- Pan-Africa: Africa is a critical node in Russia's new global architecture of influence, where
they are opening embassies in Gambia, Liberia, Comoros, Niger, Sierra Leone, Togo, and South
Sudan by 2026. Russia is rehabilitating an airbase in Libya to create a reliable supply corridor to

Central African Republic: Russia House Russian forces in West Africa, and establishing a naval base on Sudan's Red Sea coast. Where

poses for a media splash as they donate HIV and America retreats, Russia fills in, disrupting U.S. security and counter-terrorism operations
tuberculosis drugs (Washington Post). (National Interest, The Jamestown Foundation, BBC).

Russian state media noted how USAID closure opens space for Russian influence. Leaders are
advocating to create a domestic equivalent to USAID, citing it a powerful lever to
exercise influence over countries. (Iass, Newsweek)

For more information, please contact AID on the Hill (congressaidletters@gmail.com). This resource will continue to be updated as information becomes available.
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